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ABSTRACT : 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain an ink cartridge in which the type 
thereof 

can be determined easily and inexpensively. 

SOLUTION: A responder 7 is fixed onto the upper surface of a 
cartridge body 

3. The responder 7 constitutes a closed circuit having a coil and a 
capacitor. _ 

The cover 11 of a holder 10 for fixing a cartridge 1 is provided with 
a scanner 

15 having an antenna 14. The scanner 15 oscillates an 
electromagnetic wave ( 

having a resonance frequency of the responder 7 in a cartridge 1 of 
regular 

type. Upon receiving the electromagnetic wave, the responder 7 
oscillates an 

echo wave and a control section 16 determines the type of the 
cartridge 1 based 
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on the echo wave. When the type of the cartridge is unsuitable, 

operation of a 

printer 8 is inhibited. 
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